Charleston County

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
2015 -2020



"How we use jails

- Sheriff Al Cannon. Charleston County
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“Together, we have the potential to revolutionize Charleston County’s criminal

s| Southeast.”

“We have been given an opportunity to conduct an unprecedented analysis of our

system, identify opportunities for improvement, break new ground and improve the

impact our system of justice has on this community,” said Chairman Mitch Lucas.

justice system and become an exemplary regional model for others in the
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Criminal justice agencies around Charleston County

.. — = NEWSLEADER  gining forces to improve public safety ;
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“We are ecstatic and grateful the MacArthur Foundation chose to invest in our community and the
enhancements to our criminal justice system,” Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Chairman Mitch Lucas
said.



CON TACT:
Ly D_;m'md.

Kns
443-554-2476: X
TON COUN TY JOINS WHITE Hot SE INI TIAl IVEIN NAT JONAL
1O USE DATA 10 I\“‘R()\‘tl 1.OC AL ('R\\H\ AL JU STICE syst EMS
white House Fact Sheet: htip: bitly l);nl:ul)ri\ enJustice
.\UR'H\ C HARLE STON, S July 2016 Charleston k'uum\\ ('nu‘.m.-.l Jusuce
Coor dinating C ouncil (¢ 1CC) has joine the White House's Data Driven Justice initiative 1©
m\p\;mu\\ reforms 1o safely reduce the) nl pupu‘..\\\un ynd creald a More effecuve local \.'nmm.\\
- efforts wWeis Jready underway by the ¢ The Whit€ House< ipitative
es for th group 10 continue 115 mission
slate gov emments who

15 8 'm‘\uh\m coaliuon of 67
il

d T

Reduce t umetia

. he

MouLTRIEANEWS |

East C
ooper’s Weekly
eekly Community Newspapes S
¢ Since 1964

County joi

v joins Whi

effort to use datal;lt? House initiative in nati
o improve Gl n ndt.l()na]

systems inal justice

o

have

. “Sin
e nce our grot
up had al
the im ready been worki
. plementation of our str rorking together and layi
: - tratesi " 4
rainer;” said Dr. Chanda B ategies, joining the White H ying the ground work for
Vice T rown, Di te House'’s
Chair. “We will now hav rector of the Charleston C efforts was a no-
e eVl n Cer
en More access to resources i nter and CJCC Co-
es in ord g
er to impl
implement

our current ini
nt 1mtiatr
ves and
crea
te a more effective local cri
criminal justi

justice sy: y

ice system.




CONTACT:
Knsty Danford, Project Director, CJC(
843-554-2476; kdanford@charlestoncounty.

CHARLESTON COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATING COUNCIL (CJCCQ)
INDUCTS COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

The CJCC confirmed their appointment and they each represent diverse sectors of our community.
Below is the list of 2017 members by the specific categories required in the CJCC bylaws:

NORTH CHARLESTON,
Coordinating Council (CJC(

in the local criminal justice §

Civil Rights, Dot Scott, Charleston Branch President of the NAACP
. Faith, Rich Robinson, Chaplain

Hispanic, Lydia Cotton, Board Chair of Art Pot Multicultural Group
Non-Profit, Byron Ray, Intervention Specialist

After accepting applicationy

selected to join the group

improvements to Charleston|+ Healthcare, Sharon Coleman, Director of Residential Services

and community well-being. |* Business, Daniel Brownstein, Director of Marketing and Communications
' e Defense, Drew Carroll, Criminal Defense Lawyer

“Community representativey* Graduate Program, April Adams, Graduate Student

diverse group of in . Community-at-large, Brad Crowther, Consultant and Writer

Executive Committee Appointment, Everard "Rod" Rutledge, Adjunct Professor and
retired healthcare executive
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“1 am excited about the progress made in the first year which has led to meaningful reductions in jail
incarceration. Working with all of our partners, we have implemented strategies that are creating g
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increase in the use of cite and release, and a 30% decrease in jail admissions. This demonstrates the
value of strong partnerships by all members of the criminal justice system and how using alternative

methods to jail can address concerns without compromising community public safety” said Chief

b

Mullen, City of Charleston Police Chief.

“What started as a competitive grant application in early 2015 has grown into the most transformative
and collaborative criminal justice system improvement effort | have seen in my more than 30 years in
law enforcement” said CJCC Chairman, Assistant Sheriff Mitch Lucas. “While 2016 was a year to move
from planning into action, 2017 looks to be a year of even greater change as more and more of the
transformation strategies will be on-the-ground. We are happy with our progress to-date and look

forward to continuing progress in 2017".
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That is how we

#rethinkjails
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“They might be thinking about harming someone else. They might be psychotic. They might
be depressed. They may be manic,” explained Deborah Blalock, executive director of the
Charleston Dorchester Mental Health Center. “And they need services, but they don't need a
hospital and they don't need a detention center. And they don't need to go home. So they
need something in between to make sure their needs are met.”
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*| Transforming Our Criminal"Justice
Community

« 249 attendees registered

« 17 speakers

« 17 exhibiting organizations

« 4 faith leaders introducing panels
« 4 panel presenlations

« 3 CJCC films

« 1 objective

18, 2017 The Episcopal Forum of South Carolina, with support and
the Charleston County CJCC and City of Charleston Police
mination Project, hosled a one-day conference focused on current
practices within our community, ways in which areas of weakness are
g, and how the community can constructively engage in promoting

provement. The long-term goal is a criminal justice system that is effective
efficient and equitable




Statue ag well as

Pretrial period,

“The current system does not serve our community well," project director Kristy
Danford said during an announcement at the county courthouse. “We can and must
do better”
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Community representatives appointed to the 2018-2019 term include:
. Professor Jennifer A. Baker PhD, Department of Philosophy, College of Charleston, Graduate Program
community
. Lynn Pagliaro, Investor & Consultant serving SC Commercial & Non-Profit Organizations since 1985
Community-at-large
. Dot Scott, NAACP Charleston Chapter President, Civil Rights community, reappointed to subseque
B Reverend Luciano Soto Jr., Senior Pastor El Lugar De Su Gloria, Hispanic community
| B Sandra S. Steadman, Resource Development Director, SC Share, Executive Committee Appointmen
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fot ¢
cal i $2 and . Reverend John Paul Brown, Retired Minister, The African Methodist Episcopal Church,
faith community
p 5e\® s David G. Phillips, Professional Fundraising Consultant/ Nonprofit Management
€ac e The ° Consultant, Custom Development Solutions (CDS), nonprofit community
onc ) . Samuel Bellamy, Jr., Associate Care Coordinator, Select Health of South Carolina, healthcare

unity re? community

o . lan Scott, Government Relations, Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce, business
pever community

. e Lauren Williams, Esq., attorney, Williams & Walsh LLC, defense bar community

D‘a“"d . Vanessa Halyard, Family Advocate, Dee Norton Child Advocacy Center, crime survivor

a2 con community
canf ¢ Keith Smalls, construction, H.R. Allen Inc., previously incarcerated community
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The Charleston Counfy Criminal Justice
Coordinating Council wants to hear from you! §- ..

“We embarked on a big plan a couple years ago and made a lot of improvements. Now were * The supy,,
getting ready to create our next plan and don’t want to do that without having community e con
Cern
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- KRISTY DANFORD, CJCC PROJECT DIRECTOR
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r‘m’ TN g | The fact that we now have a defense attorney, a public defender, and a pre-trial report for almost every
— i NEWS LEADER | single defendant that goes to a court judge makes 2 tremendous difference,” said Honorable Judge Ellen

‘ Steinberg, CJCC Vice-Chairwoman. I
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@  CJCC reports continued improvement to local
THE HRONICLE
criminal justice system

“By 2019, jail use in Charleston County was markedly different than it was in 2014. Thankfully, we had this foundation in §
place prior to COVID-19. Moving forward, we will continue to take a collaborative, data-guided approach to improve our
local criminal justice system,” stated Stan Gragg, CJCC Chairman and Deputy Chief of the Mount Pleasant Police
Department.
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