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CJCC AIMS TO IMPROVE PUBLIC SAFETY AND JUSTICE BY PROVIDING
JUDGES WITH MORE INFORMATION AT BOND HEARINGS

NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C., Dec. 18, 2017 — As part of the CJCC’s six-part transformation
plan to improve the local criminal justice system and make it more effective, efficient and
equitable, the CJCC has been looking deeply into bond-setting practices. In bond setting, judges
have limited time and information to make extremely important bond decisions that determine if,
or how, jailed defendants charged with crimes secure release from jail pretrial. By law, most bonds
are set within 24 hours of arrest and there exists a presumption of release on recognizance unless
the court determines such a release will not reasonably assure appearance or unreasonable danger
will result. The law also indicates specific factors judges consider when setting bond.

The CJCC recently completed a study of bond setting in Centralized Bond Court over calendar

years 2014 and 2015. The study researched bond setting and its impact on pretrial release or

detention, and pretrial outcomes of safety and court appearance. The study included all bonds set
within the Magistrate and General Sessions Courts of Charleston County. The results indicate:

e Over 2014 and 2015, 71% of all bond setting decisions required money to secure release and
96% of money bonds were in amounts greater than $1,000.

e In 2015, there were 1,240 instances of releases in one day with an average bond amount of
$18,018 and 763 instances of releases after more than 90 days with an average bond amount
of $116,304.

e Eventually, 77% of all bond setting in 2014 and 2015 resulted in pretrial release and 23%
remained in jail for the entire pretrial period.

e Of bond decisions resulting in pretrial release:

0 Most returned to jail in the pretrial period, 75% in 2014 and 61% in 2015, primarily for
new arrests.

0 Money bond releases returned to jail at considerably higher rates than those released
on personal recognizance (PR), 85% to 53% in in 2014 and 71% to 41% in 2015,
respectively.

o Failing to comply with court appearances occurred much less often than returns to jail.
Dispositions of failure to appear or tried in absence happened 4% in 2014 and 6% in
2015. There were also criminal bench warrants issued during the pretrial period 25%
of the time in both years.

o Overall, any form of pretrial failure occurred often, 76% in 2014 and 68% in 2015.
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“The impact of the study is revealing. The current system does not serve our community well.
We can and we must do better,” said CJCC Project Director Kristy Danford.

Through the efforts of the CICC, bond-setting judges will soon have more risk-based information
to help them make critical bond decisions. Improvements coming to the Charleston County
Centralized Bond Court in January include the launch of a pretrial services report provided to the
judge, defense, and state for consideration in bond hearings. The pretrial services report includes:
e Pertinent information about each defendant, including factors set forth in state law; and
e An objective assessment of risk for missing court appearances and new crime pending trial,
similar to those used by insurers and healthcare providers.

“On one end of the spectrum, individuals who pose substantial risk to public safety can release
back into the community if they have the bond money required. On the other end, lower risk
individuals that cannot afford to secure release are stuck in jail at great cost to themselves, their
loved ones, and the taxpayer. It simply does not makes sense to keep a lower risk person that could
otherwise be working, home with their family, and contributing to the community in jail.
Providing our judges with the pretrial services report is going to help considerably at both ends of
the spectrum,” said Mitch Lucas, CJCC Chairman and Charleston County Assistant Sheriff.

The CJCC will be carefully monitoring the use of the pretrial services report and furthering efforts
to improve pretrial outcomes over time. These efforts come on the heels of the $2.25 million grant
awarded to the CJCC by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Safety and Justice
Challenge. The CJCC is a data-guided collaboration of elected and senior officials, law
enforcement leaders, judicial and court leadership, behavioral health professionals, victim and
legal advocates, community representatives and community leaders working to improve public
safety and well-being throughout the County.
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About the CJCC

The mission of the CJCC is to assist in making sustainable, data-driven improvements to
Charleston County’s criminal justice system and thereby improve public safety and community
well-being. The CJCC is currently funded by a Safety + Justice Challenge grant from the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur  Foundation. For more information, visit
www.cjcc.charlestoncounty.org.

More information about the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Safety + Justice Challenge visit
their website at http://www.safetyandjusticechallenge.org/.
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